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SERVICE LINE
NEWS AND IDEAS FROM AMSOIL

Quick Lube 
Market Shows 

Healthy Growth
The National Oil & Lube News (NOLN) 
2011 “Tops in the Industry Ranking” 
indicates the U.S. quick lube market 
is growing at a healthy rate. In fact, 
the report shows the first growth in 
the market in over three years, climb-
ing by 185 stores to a total of 16,716 
over the past year. 

With the number of new-vehicle 
dealerships declining over the past 
few years, quick lubes have picked 
up the extra oil change market share. 
NOLN estimates U.S. quick lube sales 
will increase by $100 million in 2011, 
reaching more than $9 billion. With 
60 to 70 percent of motorists choos-
ing to pay someone else to change 
their oil, and that number expected to 
reach 80 percent by 2018, the quick 
lube market is expected to continue 
growing well into the future.

Strong Demand 
for Synthetics

Although overall U.S. lubricant con-
sumption has declined since 2006, 
demand for synthetic lubricants con-
tinues growing. While synthetic motor 
oil represented 5 percent of the motor 
oil market in 2005, it now accounts 
for 7-9 percent. Leading industry 
research company The Freedonia 
Group Inc. projects 7.3 percent 
annual growth for sales of synthetic 
motor oil through 2013 and 6.3 per-
cent growth for synthetic hydraulic 
and transmission fluids. A study by 
Kline & Co., meanwhile, indicates syn-
thetics’ share of the global lubricants 
market will hit 12.5 percent by 2019.

Many original equipment manufacturers (OEM) 
have transitioned to lighter viscosity motor oils 
over the years to help meet corporate average 
fuel economy (CAFE) requirements. While SAE 
30 oils (5W-30, 10W-30) once comprised 
the majority of passenger car motor oil sales, 
SAE 20 oils (0W-20, 5W-20) have gradually 
claimed an increasingly larger slice of the pie. 
Toyota, Honda, Acura and Lexus, for example, 
recommend 0W-20 oils in most new vehicles, 
while Ford and Dodge recommend 5W-20 oils 
in many new vehicles. 

With the continuing trend toward lighter vis-
cosity oils, AMSOIL has expanded the Signature 
Series, XL and OE lines. The Signature Series 
line now includes a 5W-20 oil (ALM), while the 
XL and OE lines now each include a 0W-20 oil 
(XLZ, OEZ). Like the other oils in their respective 
lines, each new oil is formulated to provide out-
standing protection and performance and meet 
the latest API SN/ILSAC GF-5 specifications.

Offering both a 0W-20 and a 5W-20 in each 
motor oil line provides customers the precise 
viscosity specified by their vehicle manufac-
turer, whether they want maximum 25,000-mile/
one-year drain intervals with Signature Series, 
10,000-mile/six-month drain intervals with XL 
or OEM-recommended drain intervals with OE.

To establish consistency and increase conve-
nience, AMSOIL synthetic motor oil labels and 
caps in the three main lines are color-coded 
according to viscosity grade. The new OE and XL 
0W-20 synthetic motor oils feature green labels 
and caps. To match, AMSOIL Signature Series 
0W-20 (ASM) has also transitioned to a green 
label and cap. Likewise, all 5W-20 oils (ALM, 
XLM, OEM) feature silver labels and black caps, 
while 5W-30 oils (ASL, XLF, OEF) retain their 
red labels and caps; 10W-30 oils (ATM, XLT, 
OET) retain their blue labels and caps; Signature 
Series 0W-30 (AZO) retains its bronze label and 
cap and XL 10W-40 (XLO) retains its yellow label 
and cap.
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AMSOIL Expands Signature Series, XL and OE Lines

Signature Series 5W-20 Synthetic Motor Oil
 

Stock # Unit of Pkg./Size U.S.  U.S. Sugg. Can. Can. 
 Measure  Wholesale Retail Wholesale Sugg. Retail

XL 0W-20 Synthetic Motor Oil

Stock # Unit of Pkg./Size U.S.  U.S. Sugg. Can. Can. 
 Measure  Wholesale Retail Wholesale Sugg. Retail

OE 0W-20 Synthetic Motor Oil

Stock # Unit of Pkg./Size U.S.  U.S. Sugg. Can. Can. 
 Measure  Wholesale Retail Wholesale Sugg. Retail
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Most people are aware of the impor-
tance of changing their motor oil. Oil 
life monitors, oil change centers and 
television commercials all serve as con-
stant reminders. However, many people 
overlook the importance of changing 

gear lube.

Severe-duty activities such as towing 
heavy trailers, hauling heavy loads, 
snow plowing and off-roading place an 
increased level of stress on drivetrain 
components. Modern transmissions 
and differentials are subjected to more 
horsepower, higher towing limits and 
hotter temperature extremes than their 
predecessors, and wear protection and 
oxidation resistance are more important 
than ever.

Transmissions run hot, often leading to 

clutch glazing and deterioration in shift 
quality. Clutch glazing can be felt as an 
elongated, slipping or sluggish shifting 
feel, and it’s usually a precursor to trans-
mission failure. AMSOIL Multi-Vehicle 
Synthetic Automatic Transmission Fluid 

-
matic Transmission Fluid (ATL) deliver 
outstanding performance in demanding 
operating conditions, resisting oxida-
tion and providing increased lubricant 

transmission components.

The extreme pressures and tempera-
tures generated by modern vehicles 
increase stress on gear lubricants and 
can lead to a serious condition known 
as thermal runaway. As temperatures 
in the differential climb upward, gear 
lubricants lose viscosity and load-
carrying capacity. When extreme 

to-metal contact occurs, increasing 
friction and heat. This increased 
friction and heat, in turn, results in 
further viscosity loss, which further 
increases friction and heat. As heat 
continues to spiral upward, viscosity 
continues to spiral downward. Thermal 
runaway is a vicious cycle that leads 
to irreparable equipment damage from 

extreme wear, 
and ultimately 
catastrophic 
gear and bear-
ing failure.

AMSOIL Severe Gear®  
Synthetic Gear Lube demonstrates 
superior viscosity index (VI) and shear 
stability properties, and it is better-
equipped to protect equipment against 
the devastating effects of thermal run-
away. Severe Gear Synthetic Gear Lube 
is blended with superior high-viscosity-
index, shear-stable synthetic base oils 
and an overtreatment of extreme-pres-
sure additives that effectively protect 
high-stress applications against friction, 
heat and wear and keep equipment in 
top working order.

Studies reveal most differential wear 

operation. Because differentials go 
through a break-in period and are not 

-
tial gear lube must be changed rather 
quickly in order to drain the break-in 
wear particles. In fact, some 
original equipment 

manufacturers (OEMs) require the 

 

wear particles allowed to remain in the 
differential mesh between the gears  
and cause gear or bearing wear or fail-

gear lube at the OEM recommendation, 
then switching to AMSOIL synthetic 
gear lube, ensures long, trouble-free 
differential life.

In automotive and light truck applica-
tions, AMSOIL synthetic automatic 

miles under normal service, or accord-
ing to OEM intervals, whichever 
is longer.
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